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Annex 1 

 

Identification of victims 

 

Identification of a victim is an initial point, where the preliminary interrogation of a victim shall 

start. This is a practical guide for identification of a victim. 

 

For identification of a victim, a woman is considered a victim, if engaged in prostitution and meets 

one or more criteria for identification of a victim. 

 

Five ethical principles remain important for identification of a victim, helping to collect evidence 

successfully – fairness, respect, competence, pragmatism and responsibility. 

 

Primary criteria  

• General indicators 

• Prostitution process/ activity – organization 

• Power, coercion, threatening 

 

Secondary criteria 

• Health indicators 

• Well-being 

• Freedom of movement and control  

• Finance  

• Other indicators  

• Interviews/ meetings 
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Annex 2 

 

Assessment of the client’s vulnerability 
(Prepared on the basis of the papers of J. Quennell & E. Allison training seminar (2006), based on B. Rothschild The 

Body Remembers (2000), J. Herman Trauma and Recovery (1992) and D. Finkelhor Sourcebook on Child Sexual Abuse 

(1986)) 

 

Evaluation criteria:  

• My education  

• My income  

• People who took care of me  

• My security  

• Lifestyle assessment  

• My peers  

• My self-control  

• Running away from home  

• Motivation for change  

• My abilities  

• My national identity  

• Sexuality  

• Sexual health  

• Mental health  

• Drug and alcohol use  

• Smoking  

• Experience of domestic violence  

• Previous experience of violence  

• Sexual activity  

• Relations / communication  

• Other harassment / hurting  

• Marital status  

• Labour relations 
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Annex 3  

 

Feelings 

• Insecurity, or lack of the sense of security  

• Suicidal thoughts  

• Self accusation and self “torture” 

• A sense of shame, “failing”, “marked by the destiny”, “irreparable situation”  

• Accusations to others and willingness to take revenge  

• Loss of trust in others, suspiciousness  

• Increased anxiety 

• Emotional instability  

• Loss of self-esteem  

• A strong sense of loneliness  

• Loss of the environment close people, friends  

• Weakening or absence of feelings 

• Intrusive thoughts about the things suffered  

• Sense of fear 

• Sense of fear may accompany a woman anywhere, anytime!  

• Fear of persecution 

• Fear of publicity  

• Fear to remain alone, single 

• Fear of recurring nightmares 

• Fear of being repeatedly trafficked for exploitation  

• Fear of incurable diseases  

• Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) 

 

 


